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USC’s season ends with short run 
through SEC Tournament in Atlanta. 
See page 10
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“10,000 B.C.”—so bad, even a 
caveman could have written it. 
See page 7
The Mix
 DURHAM, N.C. — Wherever there’s been a 
crack to fall through in North Carolina’s legal 
system, Laurence Lovette and Demario Atwater 
have found it.
The high school dropouts were convicted of 
crimes but put back on the street by a system 
that failed to notice when they were arrested 
again.
Both are now behind bars, held without 
bail and charged with murdering two college 
students.
“We’ve got a lot of kids out there who have 
a sense of helplessness, with a propensity for 
violence,” said Durham Police Chief Jose Lopez. 
“We need to look at the reasons our youth are 
doing this.”
Lovette, 17, is accused in the slaying of a 
graduate student at Duke University, and he 
and Atwater, 21, are charged in the death of 
the University of North Carolina student body 
president.
A third defendant, 19-year-old Stephen Oates, 
was arrested a few days after the Duke student’s 
death and charged with murder and more than 
a dozen robberies. His next court appearance is 
set for Monday.
Abhijit  Mahato,  a  doctora l  st udent in 
computational mechanics at Duke, was found 
in his apartment a few blocks off campus in 
January. His autopsy said the 29-year-old from 
Tatangar, India, was shot at point-blank range 
in the forehead as a pillow was held tightly 
against his face. His wallet, cell phone and iPod 
were missing.
Eve Carson was also shot in the head, once in 
the right temple, her wallet and keys missing. 
Her body was found Mar. 5 in the middle of a 
residential street in Chapel Hill about a mile 
from the North Carolina campus. The death of 
the student body president sparked a widespread 
outpouring of grief that led thousands to gather 
for two campus memorial services the day her 
body was identifi ed.
The tragedies have brought together two 
renowned centers of academic excel lence 
separated by just eight miles and defi ned most 
often by their fi erce rivalry on the basketball 
court.
Atwater and Lovette were both students at 
Durham’s Charles E. Jordan High, a school 
with a diverse student body and test scores 
that exceed the state and national average. The 
school produces success stories: Last week, a 
senior from Jordan won a $100,000 scholarship 
in the annual Intel Science Talent Search.
Atwater left in 2002; Lovette dropped out 
sometime last year. After pleading guilty to 
misdemeanor larceny and breaking and entering 
for crimes committed last November, Lovette 
received a two-year suspended sentence and was 
placed on probation Jan. 16.
Prosecutors believe he and Oates k il led 
Mahato two days later. In the six weeks that 
followed, authorities in Durham arrested Lovette 
Mike Baker
Th e Associated Press
Accused were on probation for previous 
crimes such as larceny, gun charges
 Asma Jaber was named to the 
second team of USA Today’s 2008 
All-USA College Academic Team in 
February.
Jaber, a fourth-year international 
studies and anthropology student, 
is the seventh Carolinian to receive 
this honor.
T h e  p r o g r a m  h o n o r s  6 0 
undergraduate students for serving 
their communit ies and society 
outside of the classroom as well as for 
their academic success. The students 
are then split into fi rst team, second 
team, third team and honorable 
mention.
The program honors students who 
help to alleviate global issues. Jaber 
said she was impressed by her fellow 
honorees’ accomplishments. 
“It was a humbling experience 
reading about the other students,” 
Jaber said.
T h e  p r o c e s s  r e q u i r e s  a n 
application, which includes a personal 
essay and letters of recommendation. 
The honorees are listed in USA 
Today with their biographies.
Jaber said she applied last semester 
after being advised by the Offi ce of 
Fellowships & Scholar Programs to 
do so. 
“I was under the impression that it 
would be nice to get this, but I wasn’t 
sure how competitive it would be,” 
Jaber said.
Jaber said she was excited to fi nd 
out she had been chosen. 
“I found out from a fellow student 
who sent me a Facebook message,” 
Jaber said
Jan Smoak, the associate director 
of the Off ice of Fellowships & 
Scholar Programs, said she thought 
Jaber deserved the honor. 
“She is very committed to assisting 
ref ugees,” Smoak sa id, “She’s 
a student trying to make a broad 
impact for refugees.”
It was Jaber’s humanitarian efforts 
which helped her to the second 
team. Jaber, who is involved with the 
service fraternity Alpha Phi Omega 
and the Muslim Student Association, 
chaired the SC-Fast-a-Thon.
The SC-Fast-a-Thon was held 
in October and benef ited Iraqi 
children. 
“We had people pledge to fast for a 
day … and we took donations,” Jaber 
said. 
The donated money went to the 
non-profit organization “No More 
Victims,” an organization dedicated 
to helping injured Iraqi children.
Jaber said she hopes to help bring 
about social justice in the Middle 
East and this was a platform for her 
to help do so. 
“You see numbers of people dying 
... it stresses the humanitarian aspect 
of war: this is what happens to 
people,” Jaber said.
Jaber also said she volunteered at 
Catholic Charities off of Immigration 
Services. 
“I  d id some paper work and 
translat ing of documents from 
Arabic into English,” Jaber said.
Jaber said she thinks that serving 
others can turn students into more 
well-rounded people. “When you 
become too involved in academic 
studies, it kind of takes of whatever 
the human aspect from what you’re 
studying,” Jaber said. “I think you 
need that human touch to give 
passion to what you’re doing.”
Over the summer, Jaber said she 
plans to intern with the Oxford 
International Review.
Kara Apel
STAFF WRITER
Courtesy of ASMA JABER
Asma Jaber received honors for 
academic and community work.
Jaber named to academic team
USC student honored by USA Today for success in classroom, helping community, work with refugees
Comment s  on thi s  s t or y ?  E -mai l 
sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
Across central and eastern South Carolina, 
communities were cleaning up Sunday after a 
series of severe thunderstorms and tornadoes 
downed trees, damaged houses and caused 
minor injuries.
More than 5,000 customers of South 
Carolina Electric & Gas were still without 
power Sunday afternoon.
Aiken County sheriff’s Lt. Michael Frank 
said an estimated 1,000 customers of the 
Bath Water District also were without water. 
Eight schools, including Midland Valley 
High School, will be closed Monday because 
of lack of power and water, Frank said.
The National Weather Service confi rmed 
at least three tornado touchdowns. Two were 
rated as the second weakest on the scale 
for measuring tornadoes and the other, the 
weakest
In Florence County, the Weather Service 
says three people had minor injuries and 
two livestock animals were killed when a 
tornado with maximum winds of 105 mph 
overturned three mobile homes. The storm 
was 100 yards wide and traveled 14 miles.
In Berkeley County, the roof was blown 
off Zion Methodist Church and large trees 
were uprooted in snapped in a tornado 
touchdown, the Weather Service said.
In Horry County, roofs were peeled 
off homes and a carport was thrown 150 
yards when a tornado with maximum 
winds of 80 mph touched down brief ly 
near Aynor. The storm was about 25 yards 
wide and traveled about a quarter-mile, 
the Weather Service said. Seven injuries 
were reported in Berkeley County when 
a possible tornado hit the Strawberry 
Hill mobile home park. The Weather 
Services said three people were taken to 
the hospital. Their conditions were not 
immediately available.
Pimlico Fire Department Capt. Ted 
Bouthiller said 14 of the 50 mobile homes 
in the park were damaged.
There were several other reports of 
possible tornadoes and damages from high 
winds Saturday.
When a large evergreen fell on Kim 
Bilderback’s house in Elgin, she and her 
husband grabbed their dog and went into a 
bathroom to ride out the rest of the storm 
as she worried about her son two doors 
down at a friend’s house and several elderly 
neighbors. “I was frantic, but by the grace 
of God, everybody was OK,” Bilderback 
said. 
Ted B. Williams / The Associated Press
Firefi ghters and other emergency personnel work the 
scene where severe storms heavily damaged homes, 
felled large trees, and snapped utility poles.
Weather Service confi rms 
multiple tornadoes in S.C.
Page Ivey
Th e Associated Press
Severe storms caused major damage, 
left many communities without power
N.C. shooters face jail time after several prior off enses
SHOOTERS ● 3
The Delta Zeta sorority 
wil l have their fourth 
annual “Sweet Caroline 
Bone Marrow and Blood 
Drive” in the Russel l 
House Bal lroom f rom 
11 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday.
The sisters of Delta Zeta 
encourage students and 
faculty to sign up for the 
National Bone Marrow 
Registry, as well as donate 
blood.
T h i s  d r i v e  w a s 
prompted when they lost 
a member of their sorority, 
Caroline Terry, to Acute 
Myelogenous Leukemia on 
Aug. 22, 2005.
Jessica Hinman, a third-
year art history student, 
i s  a  member of Delta 
Zeta and serves as their 
philanthropy chair.
Hinman said this drive 
started when the sorority 
wanted to fi nd a match for 
Terry.
“ Un for t u n at e l y  we 
couldn’t fi nd her a match. 
But since then, we have 
been able to find two or 
three matches,” Hinman 
s a i d .  “ Ju s t  r e c e n t l y 
Caroline’s uncle was a 
match for a little boy.”
Maryssa Kucskar, the 
co-communit y serv ice 
chair for the sororit y, 
said she wants to increase 
people’s participation and 
awareness.
“I just want to spread 
awareness on campus about 
all the different types of 
blood diseases and I also 
want to add more people 
to the registry,” Kucskar 
said. 
Hinman said registration 
is a simple process, only 
taking about 10 minutes to 
complete.
“It isn’t l ike they’re 
sticking a needle in your 
bone right there,” Hinman 
said. “They simply swab 
you [the inside of your 
cheek] and get some of 
your history so they can 
add you to the registry and 
contact you in the future.” 
Hinman said she hopes 
a good amount of people 
come out on Tuesday.
“I’m just hoping to add 
as many people as we can 
and to increase awareness,” 
Hinman said. “Everyone 
is willing to give blood, 
but people need to do this 
too.”
Hinman said they added 
90 people to the registry 
and collected around 30 to 
40 pints of blood last year.
According to a news 
release, over 800 people 
contributed their names to 
the National Bone Marrow 
Registry and they hope to 
add 200 more.
P e o p l e  w h o  w a n t 
to register can’t be on 
insu l in, but there are 
no rest r ic t ions  about 
age, weight, medication, 
tattoos, or visiting foreign 
countries.
-Compiled by Liz Segrist
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Andrew Mendoza / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Freshman Alex Stroman hangs his shirts while he moves back into Columbia Hall 
after Spring Break.
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BEIJING —  The Dalai 
Lama called Sunday for an 
international investigation 
into China’s crackdown 
against protesters in Tibet, 
wh ich he sa id i s  fac ing 
a “cultural genocide” and 
where his exiled government 
said 80 people were killed in 
the violence.
The demonstrations were 
the f iercest challenge to 
Beijing’s rule in the region in 
nearly two decades, leading to 
sympathy protests elsewhere 
and embarrassing China 
ahead of the Olympics.
Along with the 80 fatalities, 
some 72 people were injured 
in the protests, said Thubten 
Sa mphel ,  a  sp oke sm a n 
for the exiles. He said the 
figures were confirmed by 
multiple sources inside Tibet 
who had counted corpses. 
China’s state media said 10 
people died.
Meanwhile, hundreds of 
armed police and soldiers 
patrolled the streets of Lhasa 
t wo days af ter Tibetans 
torched buildings and stoned 
Chinese residents. Hong 
Kong Cable TV reported 
some 200 military vehicles, 
carrying 40 to 60 armed 
soldiers each, drove into 
the city center of Lhasa on 
Sunday.
Footage showed the streets 
were mostly empty other 
than the security forces. 
Messages on loudspeakers 
warned residents to “Discern 
between enemies and friends, 
maintain order” and “Have 
a clear stand to oppose 
violence, maintain stability.”
The Tibetan spir itual 
l e a d e r ,  s p e a k i n g  i n 
Dharmsala, the north Indian 
h i l l  town where Tibet ’s 
gover n ment- i n- ex i le  i s 
based, said “Some respected 
international organization 
c a n  f i nd  out  wh at  t he 
situation is in Tibet and what 
is the cause.”
Hoping to save a life when 
an Army buddy has had too 
much to drink, more than 
560 soldiers and civilians on 
this training post now have 
personal alcohol detectors 
in their cars or on their 
keychains.
For t  Jack son’s  s a fe t y 
director Sean O’Brian has 
been handing out the 4-inch 
devices since the fi rst of the 
year.
“It’s to help you keep your 
friend from driving drunk,” 
said O’Brian, holding aloft 
one of the tiny plastic tubes. 
“This is not a self-diagnostic 
tool.”
While there hasn’t been 
a big problem of drunken 
driving on the base — there 
were 10 a lcohol-related 
a c c i d e n t s  i n  a  r e c e n t 
12-month span — O’Brian 
said that’s still too many.
The devices come amid a 
state legislator’s proposal that 
would allow members of the 
armed forces younger than 
21 the right to buy alcohol 
even though it’s in contrast 
to the military’s efforts to 
diminish underage drinking 
and related accidents.
Five years ago, there were 
23 alcohol-related accidents 
on  t he  A r my ’s  l a rg e s t 
training installation, where 
55,000 to 65,000 soldiers 
pas s  t h rough t he gate s 
annually. Luckily, none of 
the accidents have been fatal, 
he said.
One senior soldier said 
he’ll use the device.
“It’s a good way to not get 
into a confrontation with 
a buddy, in case they’ve 
been drinking,” said Master 
Sgt. James Smith, 41. “It’s 
impartial. It lets you say, 
‘Hey, let’s let this be our 
guide.’”
Smith, who has been in 
the Army for 23 years, said 
he wished he had the device 
earlier in his career. 
ATLANTA — Two people 
in rural northwest Georgia 
are dead and dozens injured 
after a series of severe storms 
moved through the state, 
producing the f irst-ever 
tornado to hit downtown 
Atlanta.
A woman was k illed in 
Polk County early Saturday 
af ternoon when a storm 
demolished her home and 
threw her and her husband 
into a fi eld, while an elderly 
man in neighboring Floyd 
C o u nt y  w a s  k i l l e d  b y 
fl ying debris as he sat in his 
home, The Atlanta Journal-
Const it ut ion repor ted . 
Officials have not released 
the victims’ names.
Calls to the Polk and Floyd 
County sheriff’s departments 
w e r e  n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y 
returned.
National Weather Service 
offi cials were expected to be 
in both counties later Sunday 
to determine whether the 
damage was caused by a 
tornado or st ra ight-l ine 
winds, meteorologist Vaughn 
Smith said.
In Atlanta, crews began 
c lea n ing up debr i s  a nd 
broken glass Saturday from 
the tornado that struck the 
city with little warning the 
previous night. The storm cut 
a 6-mile swath of destruction 
through the city with winds 
gusting up to 130 miles per 
hour, leaving homes crushed 
by centuries-old trees and 
numerous windows shattered 
in high-rise offi ce buildings 
and hotels.
In neighborhoods just east 
of downtown — like the 
historic Cabbagetown where 
a loft apartment building 
partially collapsed and homes 
were destroyed — residents 
ducked under tables and hid 
in closets as the twister made 
its way through the city.
— Compiled by The Associated Press
Monday, Mar. 17
5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Students for Life Meeting
Russell House, Room 305
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
American Red Cross Club Meeting
Russell House, Room 304
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
NAACP EXEC Board/ General Body 
Meeting
Russell House, Room 305
7 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Mountaineering and Whitewater Club 
Meetings
Currell, Room 107
7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
BGLAS Membership Meeting
BA Building, Room 008
Tuesday, Mar. 18
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sweet Carolina Bone Marrow Dirve
Russell House Ballroom
6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Carolina Crew Meeting
Russell House Dining Room
7 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Scuba Club Weekly Meetings
Russell House, Room 205
7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
RHA Senate Meeting
Calcott, Room 201
Wednesday, Mar.  19
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
SafeZone Meeting 
Russell House, Room 348
2 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Inauguration of Student Government
Rutledge Chapel
several times and charged him with nine 
different crimes, including burglary, car 
theft, breaking and entering and resisting 
arrest. He was released after each arrest.
“I’m not going to second guess what a 
judge or a prosecutor in another district 
did,” said Jim Woodall, the prosecutor in 
neighboring Orange County, where Carson 
was killed. “It’s a tough job. You have to 
make hundreds of judgment calls every day. 
Nobody has a crystal ball.”
The state Department of Correction said 
efforts to revoke Lovette’s probation hadn’t 
begun because he had been on probation 
for such a short time. Robert Lee Guy, 
director of the state Division of Community 
Corrections, said probation offi cers don’t 
automatically receive information alerting 
them when one of their charges pleads 
guilty or is convicted of another crime.
But Guy said the state is investigating 
At water’s case. Conv icted in 2005 of 
break ing and entering, he violated his 
probation last June when he was convicted 
— and sentenced again to probation — on a 
gun charge. It wasn’t until last month that 
he was served with a probation violation 
warrant.
At water ’s  cour t appearance on t he 
probat ion violat ion was Mar. 3 — two 
days before Carson’s death. The case was 
assigned to the wrong courtroom, Guy 
said, and rescheduled for later this month. 
Atwater was also supposed to be under a 
stricter form of probation that required him 
to meet weekly with his probation offi cer, 
Guy said.
“Most of the time those reviews take 
place and everything looks above board,” 
Guy said. “The rarities (are) like this case. 
... Most of them are not the tragedy of this 
nature, when you take someone’s life.”
Guy said he can’t speculate whether 
Carson’s slaying could have been avoided if 
the system had worked as intended, but he 
acknowledges: “I think that’s the million-
dollar question on everybody’s mind.”
Should either Lovette or Atwater be 
convicted of fi rst-degree murder, they could 
fall through one fi nal crack: neither is likely 
to face a death sentence.
For Lovette, it’s a guarantee. In 2005, the 
U.S. Supreme Court banned the execution 
of people under 18. For Atwater, it might 
as well be; since North Carolina resumed 
executions in 1984 after a break of more 
than two decades, jurors in Orange County 
haven’t sentenced anyone to death.
“There are a lot of people who are against 
the death penalty in Orange County, and 
there isn’t anything wrong with that,” 
said Superior Court Judge Carl Fox, who 
unsuccessfully sought execution in about 
three dozen cases during his 20 years as 
the county’s district attorney. “A signifi cant 
part of the population really aren’t firm 
believers in the death penalty.”
Associated Press writers Erin Gartner 
and Gary D. Robertson contributed to this 
report from Raleigh. 
Wednesday, March 19th
11:00 a.m. - 2 p.m. Russell House
2nd Floor Lobby
Majors Fair!
• Meet with academic advisors and explore majors.
• Get information about admission and progression  
 requirements for each major.
• Understand approximate timelines for completing  
 their programs of study.
• Learn about career options for specific majors
• Understand the process for changing your major.
JUMP-START
YOUR CAREER
WITH THE RETAIL LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM.
JEN
EMPLOYEE SINCE 2006
At Verizon Wireless, the company with the 
nation’s most reliable network, we’re committed 
to your success. So, we make sure you have the 
tools, training and opportunity you need to excel.
If you share our passion for tomorrow’s technology 
and first-rate performance, join us. You’ll be amazed 
at what you can achieve.
It takes dedicated, hard-working people to provide the nation’s 
most reliable network. That’s why we offer some of the best
benefits around, including:
MEDICAL, DENTAL & LIFE FROM DAY ONE |  AWARD-WINNING TRAINING
GENEROUS TUITION ASSISTANCE |  PROFIT SHARING & 401(K)
WORK/LIFE PROGRAMS |  AND MUCH MORE 
Take the first step toward owning your career by 
completing our online application at:
WWW.VERIZONWIRELESS.COM/CAREERS
OWN YOUR CAREER
We are an equal opportunity employer, m/f/d/v.
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Crime Report
THURSDAY, MARCH 6
Fraud, theft, larceny of wallet, 1:30 p.m.
701 Assembly St.
Someone stole the victim’s wallet from 
her bag. The victim’s Carolina Card was 
used several times.
Estimated value: $55
Reporting offi cer: T. Lyons
FRIDAY, MAR. 7
Larceny, 4 p.m.
1400 Greene St.
Someone stole a brown bike from a rack 
in front of the Russell House.
Estimated value: $100
Reporting offi cer: M.J. Winnington
Public disorderly conduct, 5:15 p.m.
801 Lincoln St.
Police found Layton Taylor sleeping 
in the bushes in the Colonial Center 
parking lot. He was arrested when police 
determined he was under the infl uence of 
alcohol. 
Reporting offi cer: T. Lyons
Breaking and entering motor vehicle, 
petit larceny, 9:30 p.m.
801 Lincoln St.
Someone unzipped the window of the 
victim’s Jeep and took a JVC stereo.
Estimated value: $300
Reporting offi cer: Byrum
THURSDAY, MAR. 11
Malicious injury to personal property, 3 
p.m.
1106 Pickens St.
Someone broke the passenger side 
window of a vehicle. 
Estimated damage: $300
Reporting offi cer: A.M. Holbrooks
Burglary, 7 p.m.
1323 Greene St.
Someone took $550 and a money clip 
from a Preston dorm room.
Estimated value: $650
Reporting offi cer: A. Mitchell
Open container, driving without lights, 
3:51 a.m.
Intersection of Blossom and Bull Streets
Ashley Owens was pulled over for 
driving with her lights out and was arrested 
after police found a cup of alcohol in her 
vehicle. 
Reporting offi cer: J. Newsom
z
WEDNESDAY, MAR. 12 
Breaking and entering of motor vehicle, 
9:15 a.m.
1300 Barnwell St.
Someone broke the front right passenger 
windows in two cars.
Reporting offi cer: M. Aldrich
Public disorderly conduct, unlawful use of 
driver’s license, 4:02 a.m.
Intersection of Pendleton and Sumter 
Streets
Police arrested Bryan Robinson II, Justin 
Robinson, and John Haynes. They were 
wrestling on the sidewalk while under 
the infl uence of alcohol. Justin Robinson 
possessed Bryan Robinson’s driver’s 
license.  
Reporting offi cer: J. Newsom
-Compiled by Lindsay Wolfe
Sara D. Davis / The Associated Press
Left: Laurence Alvin Lovette Jr., 17, is charged with fi rst degree murder.
Right: Demario James Atwater, 21 of Durham, N.C., appears for his bail arraignment
SHOOTERS ● 1
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BAGHDAD — Sometime soon, the U.S. 
military will suffer the 4,000th death of the 
war in Iraq.
When the 1,000th American died in 
September 2004, the insurgency was just 
gaining steam. The 2,000th death came 
as Iraq held its first elections in decades, 
in October 2005. The U.S. announced its 
3,000th loss on the last day of 2006, at the end 
of a year rocked by sectarian violence.
The 4,000th death will come with the war 
further out of the public eye, and replaced by 
other topics on the front burner of the U.S. 
presidential campaigns.
Analysts say the 4,000 dead, while an 
arbitrary marker, could inject the war debate 
back into the campaign season, particularly 
with the war’s fi fth anniversary on Thursday. 
Or, with overall violence lower in Iraq, the 
milestone could pass with far less public 
discussion than in past years.
Last year was the deadliest for American 
troops in Iraq, with 901 troops killed. As of 
Sunday, at least 3,988 Americans have died 
in Iraq.
James Carafano, a military analyst with the 
Heritage Foundation, a conservative think 
tank, said that the decline in violence since 
30,000 troops were sent into Iraq last summer 
has been more important in the public’s eye.
“Americans are not casualty averse. They 
are failure averse,” Carafano said. “They 
were unhappy with the lack of progress and 
spiraling violence. That is why you have seen 
public support rebound after it was clear the 
surge was working.”
The number killed in Iraq is far less than 
in other modern American wars. In Vietnam, 
the U.S. lost on average about 4,850 troops a 
year from 1963-75. In the Korean war, from 
1950-53, the U.S. lost about 12,300 soldiers 
a year.
A 2006 Duke University study found that 
it was 100 times as likely that an American 
knew one of the 292,000 Americans killed 
in World War II than someone today would 
know a service member slain in Iraq.
Soldiers and analysts alike say the impact 
of the deaths in Iraq has been largely lost 
on many Americans who have no personal 
connection to the war.
“It’s still a war that hasn’t involved a draft 
or an increase in taxes,” said Jon Alterman, 
who heads the Middle East program at the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies 
in Washington. “This is a war that most 
Americans continue to feel they don’t have to 
make sacrifi ces for.”
Alterman said that while the Iraq war has 
not played as big of a role in the campaigns as 
once expected, the confl uence of 4,000 slain 
troops, the fi fth anniversary and the crucial 
Pennsylvania Democratic primary could push 
the war back to the forefront.
“It may be that stacking three things 
together refocuses the debate,” he said. “Or 
it may be that people are simply tired of the 
war, tired of talking about it and are wanting 
to think of something else.”
Carafano said that the public’s seeming 
indifference to casualty fi gures is the rule — 
not the exception — for most wars America 
has been in.
“In war and everything else Americans get 
energized when they are touched in a personal 
way. In most wars, not just Iraq, that does not 
happen,” he said.
Retired Army Gen. Barry McCaffrey 
said during a recent speech at the Council 
of Foreign Relations in New York that the 
situation for U.S. soldiers in Iraq is “infi nitely 
bet ter” now than during 2006, when 
Americans were losing the equivalent of a 
battalion — about 600 to 1,000 soldiers — a 
month to deaths and injuries.
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Bradley Brooks
Th e Associated Press
U.S. deaths in Iraq near 4000, could aff ect presidential campaigns
Khalid Mohammed / The Associated Press
American soldier passes death notices on  patrol central Baghdad a year after the US 
President ordered a surge in troops numbers to battle the raging violence in the capital.
Despite war being out of public eye, 
next mark may make it bigger concern
Two Years That Will Change Your Life
Flying 
Start
Get a jump on your fall with a couple of  
summer courses!
Take advantage of GPC’s affordable tuition, flexible 
schedules, accessible locations, small classes, online 
options and award-winning instructors. 
Apply for summer classes by April 1. Ensure that  
your financial aid precedes you – and your GPC 
credits easily transfer back – by arranging for a 
Transient Student Letter from your academic  
advisor to our Office of Admission, PO Box  
89000, Atlanta, GA 30356.
The eight-week summer session starts May 27,  
the six-week summer session starts June 16, and 
there’s always the option to take a class online.  
Check out our expanded course schedule in 
Alpharetta, and register at gpc.edu/transientschool
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McALLEN,  Tex a s  — 
Some resistant South Texas 
landowners and a deliberate 
federal judge have come 
between the government and 
its goal of nearly 700 miles of 
Mexican border fencing by 
the end of the year.
U. S .  D i s t r i c t  Ju d g e 
Andrew Hanen has ordered 
the government to negotiate 
with owners over the price 
of access to the land, an extra 
step that has slowed the 
project.
M o s t  l a n d o w n e r s  i n 
Arizona, California and Texas 
have allowed the government 
on their property, but some 
have refused, prompting the 
Department of Justice to sue.
Communities along the Rio 
Grande in South Texas have 
fought hardest. They fear 
being cut off from the river 
and agricultural lands and 
bristle at the imposition of a 
plan hatched in Washington, 
D.C.
Offi cials want to determine 
which properties they need 
and whether they have to buy 
the land or seize it through 
eminent domain. They also 
want to determine whether 
alternatives, such as lighting, 
more Border Patrol agents 
or technology would work 
better in some areas.
Most of the nearly 500 
property owners in the fence’s 
path gave voluntary access to 
their land and more than 30 
miles of fencing has already 
been built.
B a r r y  M o r r i s s e y ,  a 
U.S. Customs and Border 
Protect ion spokesman in 
Washington, D.C.,  sa id 
la s t  week :  “ We rema i n 
optimistic that we can stay 
on schedule.”
Not w it h t he help of 
Hanen. He has repeatedly 
denied government motions 
for immediate access in 
Texas,  and instead held 
hearings for property owners 
to voice their concerns before 
ultimately siding with the 
government.
One landowner has held up 
dozens of other cases for more 
than a month. The outcome 
could mean further delays for 
38 more cases scheduled for 
hearings this week.
On Mar. 7, Hanen gave 
the government two weeks to 
prove it had made a bona fi de 
effort to negotiate a price for 
temporary access to Cameron 
County landowner Eloisa 
Tamez’s property.
“I don’t consider ... that 
they’ve negotiated with me 
when all they’ve done is 
contact me to sign a waiver,” 
said Tamez.
O n  T u e s d a y ,  t h e 
government offered $100 
for six months of access to 
Tamez’s one acre, a remaining 
piece of a Spanish land grant 
to her family in El Calaboz, 
according to her attorney, 
Peter Schey.
But Schey said they will 
not agree upon a price until 
the government def ines 
access. Will it be intrusive 
surveying, or will a house on 
the property have to be torn 
down or moved?
Schey, president of the 
Los Angeles-based Center 
for  Hu ma n R ight s  a nd 
Constitutional Law, wants 
the government to negotiate 
with property owners who 
voluntarily signed waivers 
because they did not know 
they could negotiate.
Schey filed a countersuit 
on behalf of Tamez and is 
seeking class-action status for 
all affected property owners.
“In order for this wall not 
to be built on a foundation 
of illegality and lawlessness,” 
property owners must have 
a chance to take back their 
waivers, Schey said. “They’ve 
been hoodwinked.”
South Texas landowners, federal judge slow border fence progress
Christopher Sherman
Th e Associated Press
Residents fearing loss of
Rio Grande access resist 
government intervention 
G. Daniel Lopez / The Associated Press
Eloisa Tamez is one of several landowners resisting the government’s border fence. The 
fence will further split the land her family has lived on since the 1780s.
Federal Reserve enters 
uncharted waters with 
recent banking bail-out
While many of us spent 
the last week relaxing or 
(not) catching up on long 
overdue  work ,  i t  wa s 
any t h ing but pleasant 
for Bear Stearns’ CEO 
Alan Schwartz. Friday, 
Bear’s stock tumbled 47 
percent after news that the 
Federal Reserve Board had 
committed 11th-hour loans 
to bail out the bank. The 
situation has apparently 
come closer to resolution 
af ter JPMorgan Chase 
announced it would buy 
the beleaguered fi rm in an 
all-stock deal valued at $2 
a share.  
According to reports 
released Sunday evening, 
the Fed will provide special 
fi nancing to JPMorgan for 
the deal, and the acquisition 
has already received federal 
government and central 
bank approval. 
The situation is unique in 
several ways. It represents 
the fi rst collapse of a large 
Wall Street firm brought 
on by the recent credit 
“crisis” (Bear Stearns is the 
fi fth-largest U.S. securities 
fi rm). The fact that the Fed 
intervened also signals a 
belief that the failure of a 
bank with the reputation 
and infl uence 
o f  B e a r 
Stearns could 
be crippling 
to an already 
t r o u b l e d 
market.
The ver y 
way in which 
t h e  F e d 
p r o v i d e d 
a s s i s t a n c e 
g ive s  some 
insight into the importance 
of the situation. Although 
t h e  q u i c k e r - t h a n -
a nt ic ipated  dea l  w it h 
JPMorgan changes the 
situation, it is still worth 
examining the Fed’s actions 
last week. The Fed usually 
is only able to direct ly 
lend substantial amounts 
of money to indiv idual 
banks through its discount 
window, t ypical ly only 
available to commercial 
banks.   
T he  Fed  or ig i n a l l y 
p l a n n e d  t o  s u p p l y 
intermediary JPMorgan 
with loans, which it would 
re-lend to Bear Stearns. 
Thus, the Fed  circumvented 
actual ly lending to an 
investment bank, but the 
fact that it bore all of the 
risk for the loans made it 
abundantly clear its actions 
were tantamount to loaning 
directly to Bear. 
In short, the Fed’s actions 
were, and are, a tremendous 
deviation from standard 
procedures. It is worth 
asking: Does the benefi t of 
saving Bear Stearns justify 
the message that the Fed 
will bail out banks on the 
verge of ruin? Could this 
just reinforce the belief by 
some executives that they 
are too important to fall?
The belief that a bailout 
could actually “encourage” 
risky behavior in the future 
grossly exaggerates the 
benefits of being “bailed 
out.” It’s not like these 
executives won’t still have 
egg on their face after this 
f iasco, and I guarantee 
they would love to see $300 
million-plus bounce back 
into their portfolios.  
The fact is ,  the Fed 
deter m i ned t hat  Bear 
needed to be rescued in 
order to present a domino 
effect that could affl ict the 
rest of the market.  
O ne  t h i ng  i s  c lea r, 
however :  I f  t he  Fed’s 
decision is to be criticized, it 
should be on the basis that 
it should never selectively 
help a specific institution. 
The claim that it could 
“encourage” risky behavior 
assumes that executives 
have no other incentive not 
to take excessive risks. Just 
ask former Merrill Lynch 
CEO Stanley O’Neal or 
Cit igroup ex-execut ive 
Charles Prince.
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Ravenel sentence sets 
precedent for Spitzer
A rising star in national politics, former New York Gov. Eliot 
Spitzer made his name as a prosecutor by cracking down on 
Wall Street corruption and prostitution.
Last week, Spitzer resigned amid allegations that he had 
broken the very anti-prostitution law that he had helped put 
into force.
Spitzer’s situation has a lot in common with that of former 
South Carolina treasurer Thomas Ravenel, who resigned in 
July after being indicted on federal cocaine charges. 
Two days af ter Spitzer’s 
re s ig nat ion,  Ravenel  was 
sentenced to 10 months in 
federal prison.
New York can learn a lot 
from the Ravenel situation, 
specif ically that name and 
s t a t ion  shou ld  not  keep 
someone from accepting the consequences of his actions.
If Spitzer stands trial and is found guilty, he should face 
whatever punishment fi ts the crime. If a truck driver would 
spend time in prison for the same prostitution, conspiracy and 
money laundering charges that Spitzer faces, so should the 
former New York governor.
While Spitzer had power and privilege as governor, that may 
not be enough to protect him from the enemies he made in 
offi ce.
His ruthlessness as a prosecutor and as state attorney general 
alienated many people who found themselves on the wrong end 
of Spitzer’s crusade.
Ken Langone, a former target of one of Spitzer’s Wall Street 
housecleanings, told CNBC, “We all have our own private 
hells. I hope his private hell is hotter than anybody else’s.”
Those are harsh words, but prestige and power should not be 
enough to keep Eliot Spitzer above the law.
 
If a truck driver spends 
time in prison for the 
charges Spitzer faces, 
then so should he.
Bear Stearns collapse prompts rescue
JOSHUA 
RABON
Th ird-year 
fi nance 
student
Drug stances 
dominated 
by previous 
conceptions 
Taking open-minded look 
at recreational use could 
change common opinion
I would like to begin with a 
disclaimer: I do not encourage 
anyone to use, distribute or 
otherwise get involved with 
drugs. Drug use is often a 
terribly destructive aspect of 
both personal 
a n d  f a m i l y 
l i f e .  D r u g 
use, and more 
spec i f ic a l l y, 
habitual drug 
use, is a serious 
m at t e r  t h a t 
i s  not  to  be 
trivialized.
That being 
s a i d ,  I  f e e l 
t h a t  m a n y 
people have an 
extremely skewed perspective 
of recreational drug use. As I 
define it, recreational drug 
use involves the use of a drug 
or drugs in an appropriate 
atmosphere in the free time 
of an individual. Recreational 
drug use is not habitual. In 
other words, if you are truly 
a recreational drug user, you 
don’t feel a need to use. It is 
simply a want.
Even under the parameters 
of this definition, however, 
recreational drug use often 
has a terrible reputation, 
even among heavy drinkers. 
I don’t k now how many 
times I have been told by the 
wildly intoxicated that they 
“don’t do drugs.” Mindsets 
like these are what spawn 
misunderstandings about 
drug use.
But a quick look at some of 
the literature of the twentieth 
century can provide some 
pretty marvelous revelations 
about recreational drug use. 
For example, Kerouac’s “On 
the Road” paints the portrait 
of an intensely emotional 
young man on a journey 
of self-discovery. Some of 
the best moments in the 
book include descriptions 
of charmingly manic road 
companion Dean Moriarty. 
W hy was Moriar t y so 
manic, so energetic, so eager 
to experience all that he 
could? Perhaps it was just his 
nature, but I am willing to 
bet that the Benzedrine he 
was constantly popping had 
something to do with it.
To m  W o l f e ’ s  T h e 
“Electric Kool-A id Acid 
Test” is another example of 
unadulterated joy brought 
on at  least  par t ia l ly  by 
recreational drug use. This 
chronicle of novelist Ken 
Kesey ’s adventures into 
t he world of  LSD w it h 
his commune of so-called 
“Merry Pranksters” tells 
of the depth of connection 
with others and perception-
alter ing experiences the 
group achieves during its 
acid trips.
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s o m e 
i m p o r t a n t  f i g u r e s  i n 
the f ields of science and 
technology have attributed 
their new ways of thinking 
to the use of LSD. Steve Jobs 
has stated publicly that he 
has experimented with LSD, 
calling it “one of the two or 
three most important things 
he has done in his life.” 
A g a i n ,  d r ug s  c a n  b e 
extremely destructive and 
I do not encourage anyone 
to get involved with them. 
However, there are two sides 
to every story, and it’s time 
we begin looking at drug use 
with an analytical approach, 
rather than one already rife 
with judgments.
 
Sports best enjoyed 
with good attitude, not  
childish temper tantrums
I come from competitive 
stock. My brother has 
drawn blood playing card 
games, and my family 
takes Scrabble to the next 
level.
So when I was a child 
and my soccer coach told 
us to “just go out there 
and have a good time,” 
I was puzzled. I couldn’t 
fathom having fun without 
winning. Over the years, 
I would learn to relax 
and enjoy athletics, but 
not before I became very 
frustrated with myself.
Play i ng i nt ra mu ra l 
soccer this semester, I 
witnessed players with 
attitudes that reminded 
me of my 10-year-old self. 
I saw grown men yelling 
at referees, deriding their 
teammates and occasionally 
throwing bona fi de temper 
tantrums. My aversion to 
clichés was the only thing 
keeping me from saying, 
“It’s just a game.”
By contrast, this weekend 
I  entered t he a n nua l 
Flowertown Festival Race 
— a 10-kilometer run in 
my hometown — and I 
was pleased by the mix of 
competitive spirit and fun-
loving camaraderie. It was 
thrilling to 
jockey for 
p o s i t io n 
a n d  t o 
sprint for 
the finish 
l ine with 
f e l l o w 
r a c e r s 
o n  m y 
heels, but 
not once 
did I see 
people’s positive attitudes 
disintegrating.
Ru n n i ng  i s  s uc h  a 
solitary activity, I wonder 
at the sense of community 
shared by adult long-
distance fanatics. When 
you break your personal 
record for a course, people 
are genuinely happy for 
you. When you push past 
someone in the last mile, 
there are (usually) no hard 
feelings. And while you’re 
perusing the free food 
and loot at the post-race 
booths, it’s never diffi cult 
to meet new friends.
T h i s  we ek e nd  w a s 
a sort of athletic revival 
for me. I high-fived my 
friend’s mother on the way 
past her house; I yelled 
encouragement at older 
runners as I wove my path 
between them; I leapt to 
skim my fingers through 
low-hanging branches. 
And somewhere between 
the third and fourth mile, 
I realized that this was a 
big part of what it was all 
about for me.
In the words of beloved 
novelist Kurt Vonnegut, 
“We are here on Earth 
to far t around. Don’t 
let anybody tell you any 
different!”
Yes ,  I  s t i l l  love  to 
win (and yes, for your 
information, I still can), 
but I also appreciate sports 
for their intrinsic merits. If 
running were not so fl at-
out enjoyable, I couldn’t 
see myself taking another 
step in my ragged training 
shoes.
As for soccer, I st i l l 
love the sport that three-
quarters of the world calls 
“the beautiful game”— 
but only as long as it 
stays beautiful.  The next 
time I get the chance, I 
plan to lace up my cleats 
and take to the fi eld, and 
I hope to play with and 
against people of a similar 
mindset.
My adv ice to fel low 
athletes at the university: 
Do what you love because 
you love it. Unless you are 
on scholarship for your 
athletic prowess, there’s 
never a need to let things 
escalate.
Oh, and I won th is 
weekend.  Just  so you 
know.
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May you live every day of your life. 
— Jonathan Swift
 When it comes to music there is 
no shame in opening the box. Or 
perhaps the computer window? 
Pandora.com is  an I nternet 
radio Web site, that gives users the 
ability to discover music they love 
instantly, without the grunt work 
of digging through pretentious 
underground music review web 
zines. 
The revolutionary site boasts 
“a single mission: To play music 
you’ll love - and nothing else.” 
To most  people  who pr ide 
t hemselves on complex aud io 
preferences this might sound like 
a tall order. 
However, in 2000, founder Tim 
Westergren and a group of equally 
avid “music-loving technologists” 
started on a quest that would be 
k now n as  t he Music Genome 
Project. 
Their goal was to develop an 
intr icate set of characterist ics 
or “genes” on which to analyze 
individual songs. 
A tea m of  over  50 musica l 
analysts take 20 to 30 minutes 
per song to evaluate the unique 
record i ng on at t r ibute s  t hat 
i n c l u d e  m e l o d y,  h a r m o n y, 
instrumentation, rhythm, vocals 
and lyrics, and number over 400 
total. 
The team cont inues work ing 
to keep up with the fl ow of music 
that comes from labels as well as 
underground studios and clubs 
and garages across the nation and 
the world. 
Pandora.com, which is free for 
all Internet users in the United 
States ,  prov ides persona l ized 
radio-like programming for even 
the choosiest audiophiles. 
Us e r s  c a n  e a s i l y  c r e a t e  a 
“station” by entering in a favorite 
artist or song. 
By linking the major qualities 
of the suggested music Pandora 
provides similar music, as well 
as detailed explanations for the 
selections, not simply a generic 
“listeners also enjoyed” message. 
Programming can be easi ly 
guided by giving each new song a 
thumbs up or down rating to tailor 
the playlist to individual tastes. 
And for those who do not know 
where to begin their l istening 
exper ience, pre-star ted genre 
stations range a gamut of headings 
such as  a lternat ive ,  c lass ica l , 
country, dance, folk , h ip hop, 
R&B, jazz, Latin, new age, oldies, 
pop, reggae and rock, each with 
many specifi c sub-genres. 
Due to licensing stipulations, 
listeners can only skip six songs 
per hour. 
With the music listeners’ ability 
to self-DJ and avoid obnoxious 
radio commercials, FM radio has 
taken a drastic hit in listenership, 
pa r t ic u la rly  i n  t he  u nder  30 
demographic. 
However with sites like Pandora 
and other, less interactive, online 
rad io s ite s  l i ke  Live365.com, 
programming maintains a strong 
hold on the Internet, the implement 
that seemingly wounded the radio 
industry. 
After a heated 2007 battle on 
Capitol Hill, with the Copyright 
Royalty Board and the Recording 
Industry Association of America 
over the schedule of royalty fees 
as well as licensing fees that allow 
the site to stream online, it appears 
that the business will be able to 
stay afl oat on advertising fees. 
The adver t i sement s ,  wh ich 
are tailored by the demographic 
in for mat ion user s  prov ide at 
registration, are visual and thus 
convenient ly do not interrupt 
listening. 
Somet i me s  t he  adver t i ser s 
do aim to get into their target 
segment’s ear ducts though, by 
providing playlists inspired by 
their product, be it a new Ralph 
Lauren fragrance or a redesigned 
car by Scion.
The bottom line is that unless 
someone is suffering from a case 
of amusia, it is nearly impossible 
to wa lk away f rom a Pandora 
experience not raving about it. 
F i r s t  yea r  publ ic  re l at ion s 
s t u d e nt  C a i t  C o s t e l lo  s a id , 
“Pandora is awesome. I use it to 
find new ska bands for my radio 
show and check out bands that I 
have heard about.” 
To hear Cait’s fruits of Pandora’s 
labor you can tune in WUSC’s 
Ska is for Suckers on Wednesday 
nights at 10, either online or on 
the air waves.  
MCT Campus
Online radio 
station lets 
users choose  MCT Campus 
Go to www.pandora.com and enter a song you like. Software behind the scenes will 
play complete versions - not 30-second snippets - of songs that are related.
Roland Emmerich, the 
director of high-budget 
science fiction f licks like 
“Independence Day” and 
the 1998 American version 
of “Godzilla”, has managed 
to fi nd a sub-genre that has 
not been seen for decades. 
He has created a caveman 
movie. One can easily guess 
that “10,000 B.C.” is as 
cheesy and incredulous 
as “Godzilla”. This is not 
the case, or at least not 
entirely. “10,000 B.C.” has 
some interesting surprises, 
but also has its share of 
f laws. Perhaps it could be 
best described as a unique 
interpretat ion of an old 
cliché.
The plot itself basically 
combi ne s  ma ny of  t he 
t h e m e s  f r o m  “ C o n a n 
the Barbarian” and “The 
Scorpion K ing”.    The 
conf lict begins with the 
horse-riding slave traders 
r a n s a c k i n g  t he  t r ib a l 
g rou nds and capt ur ing 
most of the cave people, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  m a i n 
character’s girlfriend. The 
main character, a young 
mammoth hunter, must set 
out with his mentor and a 
small band of fellow hunters 
and try to save his woman. 
As the movie progresses, 
t he  g r oup  e nc ou nt e r s 
several other exotic tribes 
who have also been attacked 
by the slave traders. After 
a disappointing encounter 
with one of the prehistoric 
beasts, the main character 
is declared a hero, and leads 
al l of the t r ibes against 
the slave traders and their 
pseudo-Egyptian masters. 
Such is the plot of almost 
every “hero of the ancient 
world” movie. 
Of course, this fi lm sets 
itself apart from movies 
like “The Scorpion King” 
with its look and execution. 
“10,000 B.C.” is meant to 
be serious and very loosely 
plausible in its presentation. 
One could not go as far as 
to say that it is authentic or 
realistic, but then, it is not 
supposed to be. 
A l l  of  t he ac tors and 
actresses are f resh, new 
faces. Instead of cast ing 
muscle-bound he-men, the 
filmmakers decided to go 
with people who seemed 
real. Even some of the plot 
devices are fairly creative, 
i n c l u d i n g  a  c o m e d i c 
interpretation of how a lone 
hunter would take down a 
10-ton wooly mammoth. 
Unfor t u nately,  t here 
are several scenes where 
the pursuit of plausibility 
back f i res or d isappears 
completely. Some of the 
warriors wore armor that 
consisted of a fl imsy layer of 
bamboo and twigs loosely 
tied together. 
Some of the made-up 
languages cause the viewer 
t o  c hu c k le  d u r i n g  a n 
otherwise somber scene. 
The concept of mammoths 
being used as beast s of 
burden in the Eg ypt ian 
desert is ridiculous, even 
for a Holly wood movie. 
These scenes  were t he 
funniest parts of “10,000 
B.C.,” and they probably 
AUSTIN, Texas — The 
key note address to t h is 
year’s South by Southwest 
Music Conference wasn’t 
a speech. Instead it was a 
conversation between two 
friends and admirers about 
American culture and where 
music fi ts into it.
The guest of honor was 
Lou Reed, but his inquisitor 
w a s  s p e c i a l ,  t o o :  H a l 
Willner, Reed’s close friend, 
who has long been heavily 
involved in music and fi lms 
and may as well be called 
the inventor of the tribute 
album. He said of Reed, “He 
is to rock `n’ roll what Miles 
Davis is to jazz.”
F o r  a b o u t  a n  h o u r 
the two sat at a table in a 
lecture room in the Austin 
Convent ion Center and 
informal ly ta lked about 
Reed’s many specif ic and 
general contribut ions to 
contemporary music.
If there was a focus, it was 
Reed’s album “Berlin,” now 
the subject of “Lou Reed’s 
Berlin,” a Julian Schnabel 
f i l m t hat  was  sc reened 
during the fi lm part of this 
year’s South by Southwest 
festival. 
Reed and Willner talked 
at length about the album, 
how it was received when 
it was released in 1973 and 
how it stands up nearly 35 
years later. 
Reed said the music was 
a love story in the vein of 
“Othello,” which he called 
a story about a “romantic 
at t ach ment ”  t hat  i s  so 
intense and filled with so 
much jealousy that it leads 
to physical abuse, which, 
in a round-about way, was 
another expression of love. 
They played an excerpt 
f r o m  t h e  f i l m ,  w h i c h 
captures a live performance 
of the album. 
The song they showed was 
“Men of Good Fortune,” a 
song about how people of 
great economic power often 
commit acts of destruction 
wh i le  people  bor n into 
pover t y or middle-class 
subser v ience  a re  of ten 
called upon (or forced) to do 
more noble tasks, including 
fi ghting wars. 
He then drew the l ine 
everyone saw coming: the 
similar it y bet ween 1973 
and the present. Willner 
read several questions that 
were sol ic ited f rom t he 
media via e-mail before the 
conference. 
Some dealt with Reed’s 
i l lu s t r ious  past ,  ot her s 
addressed music and it s 
wildly unpredictable future. 
He had a lot to say about 
it all. The most provocative 
answers were in response 
to new technology and how 
it is changing the music 
business. 
Reed was par t icu larly 
decisive when talking about 
sound technology and the 
profound inferiority of MP3 
fi les: 
I f  you want to record 
music that really sounds 
good, he said, you have a 
problem, and the problem 
boils down to having the 
money to afford the best 
equipment. 
If you want to buy and 
listen to music that sounds 
really good, he said, you 
Epic makes small impression
"10,000 B.C."
★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Robert Johnson
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Courtesy of Warner Bros. Studios
Director Roland Emmerich, of “Independence Day” fame, with camera operator Peter Taylor on the set of the caveman movie “10,000 B.C.”
‘10,000 B.C.’ strikes 
mild interest, fails to 
be taken seriously
10,000 B.C. ● 8
Lou Reed 
discusses 
music, 
technology
MCT Campus
REED ● 8
‘Walk on the Wild Side’ 
songwriter delivers 
keynote address
Music Genome Project inspires 
Pandora.com’s playlist selection 
process for interested listeners
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also have a similar problem: 
f inding the receivers and 
speakers that can deliver 
really good sound. If you 
have a computer and you 
just want to make facsimiles 
o f  s ong s ,  you  h ave  no 
problem.
He dissed the iPod for its 
incursion into visual and 
sound media: It shows you 
fi lms on a screen the size of 
a postage stamp and reduces 
a song to the size of a pin 
drop. 
H i s  m o n e y  q u o t e : 
“Technology is taking us 
backward. It is making it 
easier to make things worse. 
If no one knows any better 
or doesn’t care,” he said, “it’s 
gonna stay on a really, really 
low level, and people who 
like good sound are gonna 
be thought of as some kind 
of strange zoo animal.” 
REED ● Continued from 7
were not intended to be 
funny at all.
“10,000 B.C.” is  one 
of the more interest ing 
mov ie s  ab out  a nc ient 
heroes to come out lately. 
However, unless you are 
new to this genre, there 
probably isn’t anything 
here that you have not 
seen before, aside from 
the mammoths and the 
prehistoric cavemen. It is 
worth consideration, but it 
should not be the average 
moviegoer’s fi rst choice. 
 
10000 B.C. ● Continued from 7
Comments on this story? E-mail 
sagcketc@mailbox.sc.edu
 Yel lowcard has been 
around since 1997, although 
the pop-punk group didn’t 
really hit it big unt il it 
signed with Capitol Records 
for 2003’s “Ocean Avenue.” 
Since then, it has been 
a huge draw on Warped 
Tour, put out a live album 
exclusively on iTunes, and 
differentiated itself from 
the crowd by sticking with 
violinist Sean Mackin in the 
lineup and making strings 
an important part of its 
sound.
The group’s current tour, 
backing 2007 album “Paper 
Walls,” finds Yellowcard 
playing acoustic shows. We 
caught up with lead singer 
Ryan Key as he prepared 
for rehearsal for this new 
breed of show at home in 
Los Angeles.
Q:  I s  the  band ros ter 
different than usual for this 
tour?
A :  S i nce  t he  tou r ’s 
acoustic, it’s just going to be 
Sean Mackin, our violinist; 
guitarist Ryan Mendez and 
myself. And then we’ve hired 
a cello player — or cellist 
I guess you would call it. 
So we’re just going over the 
stuff because we’re playing 
it a little differently than 
we usually do. And we’re 
also playing quite a few old 
songs off our first record, 
“One for the Kids,” that we 
haven’t played in probably 
three or four years. So they 
need some rehearsing.
Q: What prompted you to 
do a lo-fi  tour this time out?
A: (Drummer) Longineu 
Parsons had some stuf f 
going on, and we didn’t want 
to not tour. And we’re not 
going to tour with another 
drummer, so we wanted to 
give him the time he needed 
and we fi gured it was a good 
opportunity to do this, 
something we’ve always 
wanted to do. It’s kind of 
nice. It gives it more of the 
string section feeling, which 
is a lot like it is on the actual 
record, so it’s good. And our 
fans have always wanted to 
see us in this sort of setting, 
so we just thought, why not 
throw it together and do it 
acoustic like this. Q: You’ve 
done a lot now with MySpace 
and iTunes. Why?
A: MySpace is something 
that while we were making 
our second record for 
Capitol, it sort of exploded 
on the music scene. We 
were so focused on making 
that record that we kind of 
missed the MySpace boat 
when it sailed. So we spent 
a lot of time getting ready 
for “Paper Walls” working 
on MySpace and answering 
messages. We did a series 
of Webisodes leading up to 
(“Paper Walls”) letting the 
fans into the studio with us 
and that was really fun for 
both us and them.
We’ve tried to catch up 
the best we can. iTunes is 
what it is, and I want to say 
at least people are buying 
music again somewhat. 
Doing the record, it was 
a cool thing; it’s a new 
concept of releasing these 
digital-only albums. It’s 
cool to be a part of it. I’m 
not exactly sure that’s what 
the new medium of record 
sales is going to be, but it’s 
cool to stay on the forefront 
of whatever that is going 
to be.
Yellowcard plans tour 
around 2007 album
New lineup uses string 
instruments to form new 
sound for ‘Paper Walls’
Erin Podolsky
MCT Campus
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the scene
USC
ACROSS 
1 Goes on and on
6 Falls back
10 Korean War sitcom
14 Wrongful seizure
16 As far as
17 Not a total loss
18 Box to train
19 Palliating
20 Binturongs
22 __ de force
24 Cast-iron pan
25 Provides new
quarters
29 Standard of
perfection
30 Cancel
31 Domesticates
33 Spanish hero,
El __
35 Innards
36 Blunder
37 Satellite of Saturn
38 Olden times, in
olden times
39 Put up with
40 Bank robbery
41 Reasoning
43 Embellish
45 Seemed
reasonable
47 Only fair
48 Offi cial recording
50 Safes
54 "National
Velvet" author Bagnold
55 Offering proof
57 Stridex target
58 Refrain of a rondo
59 Small beer barrels
60 On the quiet side
61 Thus far
DOWN 
1 Enticement
2 On the
bounding main
3 Has dinner
4 Turncoats
5 Elvis Presley movie
6 Letter from Greece
7 One type of lettuce
8 Tree trunks
9 More furtive
10 Strong-arm man
11 Eastern U.S. region
12 Superlatively grand
13 Jazz pianist 
Jankowski
15 Mythological giant
21 Disencumbers
23 Grade or active
lead-in
25 Excessive
temper tantrum
26 Zestful
enthusiasm
27 Showing off
28 Indian lute
played with a bow
32 Ways of performing
34 See socially
36 And so on and
so forth
37 Sends another way
39 British knights
40 Shout of praise
42 Travel pamphlets
44 Lid
45 Carnival oddity
46 Demon
49 Sacred ceremony
51 Easter bloom
52 Yarn
53 Coin channel
56 Unknown John
or Jane
3/17/08
Solutions from 3/7/08
3/17/08
1 2 3 4
for 3/7/08
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Southern Tide 
Monday - Friday 10-7, Saturday 10-6
• THE SKIPJACK •
ladies skipjack just arrived!
2818 Devine St.  771-2700  www.brittonsofcolumbia.com  
Exclusively at
 ARIES Romantic overtures 
are delightfully seductive 
t h i s  week :  ex pec t  new 
love af fa irs to be br ief 
but worthwhile. Respond 
honestly to all invitations 
and expect rare compliments. 
TAURUS Before Wednesday 
work  rout i ne s  w i l l  be 
easily disrupted by faulty 
instructions. Colleagues 
m a y  n o w  b e  o v e r l y 
c o n f id e nt ,  ne g le c t f u l 
o r  p o o r l y  i n f o r m e d . 
GEMINI Lovers and close 
f r iends  w i l l  t h i s  week 
require added t ime, and 
understanding. Pr ivate 
family problems or deep 
f e e l i n g s  o f  i s o l a t i o n 
may be a key concern. 
CANCER Early this week 
younger relatives or friends 
will need extra reassurance. 
Recent business or romantic 
disappointments may now 
trigger moody reactions 
or sudden cancellat ions. 
L E O  S e ve r a l  we e k s  o f 
r e s t l e s s ne s s  w i l l  now 
fade.  Before m id-week 
schedule specia l events 
w i t h  c lo s e  f r ie nd s  or 
discuss unique travel plans. 
VIRGO Property decisions, 
home obligations or large 
purchases are now a prime 
theme. Before mid- week 
family members may ask 
for detailed explanations 
o f  l e g a l  a g r e e m e n t s . 
L IBR A  A  ra re  bus i nes s 
encounter may this week 
provide an unique social 
introduction. Age appropriate 
relationships and private 
attractions are highlighted. 
S C O R P I O  Ye s t e r d a y ’s 
relationships may this week 
provide valuable insight 
into today ’s  emot iona l 
differences. Many Scorpios 
will now experience a brief 
but intense wave of nostalgia. 
SAGITTARIUS  Long-term 
colleagues are now moody 
and self-involved: before 
mid-week expect personality 
d if ferences or st ra ined 
relations with authority to 
be an underlying infl uence. 
CAPRICORN Home business 
vent ures  and f inanc ia l 
requests will work strongly 
in your favor this week. 
Partnership agreements, loan 
applications or legal contracts 
may now bring result s. 
AQUARIUS Early this week 
a sudden impression or 
intuit ion may reveal the 
deeper motives of a friend 
or colleague. is draining 
this week but necessary. 
After Monday close friends 
m a y  b e  u n w i l l i n g  t o 
discuss long-term budgets 
o r  on g o i n g  e x p e n s e s . 
 TODAY
ACOUSTIC OPEN MIC NIGHT
8 p.m. Free over 21/$5 Under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
EURO MOTO CLUB
8 p.m. Free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
GEORGE CURRAN, GUEST ARTIST TROMBONE 
RECITAL
5:30 p.m. Free
USC School of Music Recital Hall
UPS TUG A PLANE
9 a.m. Free
UPS Air Ramp Facility
TOMORROW
SICK SICK SICK, ROUGE NATIONS, YOU, ME 
AND US, PUBLIC INSULT , VILLIAN
7 p.m. $5 Over 21/ $8 Under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
THE SAVAGES
6 p.m. & 8:15 p.m. $5.50
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St. 
USC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA PRESENTS: 
BEETHOVEN’S NINTH SYMPHONY
7:30 p.m. $20
Koger Center for the Arts, 1051 Greene St. 
AMERICAN DRUG WAR: THE LAST WHITE HOPE
Today, 7 p.m. $5.50
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St.
ATLANTA  — The South Carolina 
men’s basketball team headed to 
Atlanta this past weekend, coming 
off a disappointing regular season 
in which they went 13-17 overall 
and finished fifth in the Eastern 
Division of the SEC.  The two 
games that the Gamecocks played 
in the SEC Tournament ended up 
being a microcosm of the entire 
season.
On Thursday, the Gamecocks 
faced off against an LSU team that 
they had lost to earlier this season 
and came out victorious by a fi nal 
score of 77-73.  Carolina held the 
lead for most of the f irst half, 
leading by as much as 10 points.  
The game was back and forth 
i n  t he  second ha l f  w it h  t he 
lead changing hands six t imes. 
The Tigers managed to cut the 
Carolina lead to three points with 
only 21 seconds left, but junior 
Zam Fredrick managed to come 
up with a steal with three seconds 
left to seal the victory for the 
Gamecocks.  
USC had f ive players reach 
double fi gures for only the second 
time all season.  Freshman All-
SEC player Mike Holmes and 
sophomore Evka Baniul is led 
the way with 16 points apiece. 
Sophomore Devan Downey, who 
was named to the All-SEC First 
Team, almost had a triple-double 
with 12 points, 11 assists, and 
seven rebounds.
“I just tried to fi nd my teammates 
and contribute in other areas of 
the game,” Downey said af ter 
the game. “Once we were able to 
establish ourselves on defense, the 
offense came.”
On Fr iday,  t he Gamecocks 
almost pul led of f what would 
have been their biggest win of the 
season, losing to No. 4 Tennessee 
by 89-87.  Tennessee star ted 
the game on a 9-0 run, and it 
appeared Carolina was headed for 
another lopsided loss against the 
Volunteers.  USC managed to chip 
away at the lead, though, and went 
into halftime only trailing by one 
point.  
Carolina stayed within striking 
distance the entire second half and 
with three minutes left went on a 
6-0 run, capped off by a follow-up 
dunk by sophomore Dominique 
Archie, giving the Gamecocks 
a one-point lead.  Tennessee 
responded with a lay-up from 
Tyler Smith to take the lead back, 
but Archie scored again to give 
Carolina a 87-86 lead with 23 
seconds remaining. 
Following a time-out, Tennessee 
ran a set play for best 3-point 
shooter in SEC history, Chris 
Lofton, and Lofton nailed a three 
from the top of the key, giving 
the Volunteers an 89-87 lead 
with 12 seconds remaining.  After 
Downey missed a long three, the 
Gamecocks had one last chance 
to tie the game, but Archie was 
unable to get off a shot before the 
buzzer sounded.
Downey and Fredrick combined 
for 50 points in the game, and 
H o l m e s 
pro duced  h i s 
fourth double-
double of  t he 
s e a s o n  w i t h 
15 point s  and 
11  r e b o u n d s . 
D o w n e y  a l s o 
m a n a g e d  t o 
record fi ve steals, 
g i v i ng  h i m t he 
SEC single-season 
record with 103.
S i n c e  t h e 
Gamecocks failed 
to f in ish w it h a 
record of .500 or 
better, they wil l 
not be eligible for 
any post-season 
tournaments and 
fi nished the season 
w it h  a n  over a l l 
record of 14 wins 
and 18 losses.
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ATLANTA — As the South Carolina 
men’s basketball team walked off the 
court for the fi nal time at the Georgia 
Dome on Friday, the faces of several 
players looked like that of dejection, 
sadness and utter defeat.
The Gamecocks had lost yet 
another heartbreaking game, this 
time at the hands of the Tennessee 
Volunteers ,  a s  a  Chr is  Lof ton 
3-pointer sent the Vols to the SEC 
Semifi nals and sent the Gamecocks 
home for the season.
It was a tune that South Carolina 
has sung time and time again this 
season, as the last-second losses had 
doomed the Gamecocks since the 
start of the season and as the final 
year under head coach Dave Odom 
ended in disappointment.
While Odom was saddened by the 
loss, in no way was the soon-to-be 
retired coach upset with the effort his 
team displayed.
“I could be happier if we had won, 
but I couldn’t be prouder,” Odom 
said. “It was a very proud moment for 
me, for our staff, for our university, 
for our team.”
As the Gamecocks wrapped up 
their 14-18 season, USC can’t help 
but wonder what would have been, as 
Carolina led in the second half in 11 
of their 18 losses, and several of those 
leads were by double digits.
While USC is certainly frustrated 
with the way the season went, players, 
coaches and fans alike can’t help but 
be excited about what the future 
holds.  That was never more present 
than in Friday’s loss, which took the 
very best effort possible by one of the 
country’s elite teams.
“I’m so proud of my team because 
of the effort we showed. We’re talking 
about a team who embarrassed us 
twice. I mean, that’s a simple way to 
put it,” point guard Devan Downey 
said.  “To come out fi ghting like we 
did, man, I’m disappointed that we 
lost, but I’m so proud of my team 
because, I mean, they (Tennessee) 
came with the knockout during the 
second half. They came with it and 
we stood strong. We showed them we 
had grown as a team.” 
The future starts with Downey, 
who looks to lead the Gamecocks for 
the second consecutive year at the 
point guard position.  The fi rst-year 
SEC guard broke the single-season 
record for steals with 103 on the year. 
The Chester native also f inished 
third in the conference in points per 
game and was second in the league in 
assists.
But it won’t be just Downey that 
Gamecocks fans should be excited 
about, as Carolina loses only one 
player, Dwayne Day, from this year’s 
roster.  
The Gamecocks also return rising 
junior forward Dominique Archie, 
who has started 62 consecutive games 
for USC and fi nished the 2007-2008 
campaign averaging 10.6 points per 
game and 5.7 rebounds per game.
Howe v e r,  t he  p l a y e r  m a n y 
Gamecocks may be most excited to 
see is rising sophomore big man Mike 
Holmes, whose dramatic turnaround 
midway through SEC play allowed 
the freshman to capture a spot on the 
SEC All-Freshman team. 
The Bishopville native finished 
the season averaging 8.5 points per 
game and 5.7 rebounds per game. 
However, in the last nine games of 
the season, Holmes averaged 13.5 
points and eight rebounds a contest.
Also returning for the Gamecocks 
are starters Evka Baniulis and Zam 
Fredrick, along with reserves Sam 
Muldrow, Brandis Raley-Ross, Austin 
Steed, Mitchell Carter, Branden 
Conrad and Chad Gray.
Certainly, Odom believes that the 
future is bright for the Gamecocks.
“It’s a very, very bright future,” 
Odom said.  “(USC Athletic Director) 
Eric Hyman is going to get a great 
coach, who will get a great staff. He’s 
got a great group of kids to come 
back and work with. They are a 
team that’s going to be responsive to 
the new guys. And the fans will be 
rejuvenated next year; they will be 
excited as heck.”
Odom was adamant in his post-
game press conference about what the 
point was in Friday’s fi nal game.
“What happened today was about 
the future of Gamecock basketball,” 
Odom said.  “It’s not about me or 
what we’ve done in seven years, it’s 
about the future.”
And what a bright future it is.
Chris Cox
STAFF WRITER
Gamecock 
future looks 
very bright
With only one senior, next 
season off ers plenty of upside 
ATLANTA — It started with 
a 74-61 win over Chaminade 
at the Maui Invitational. It 
ended with an 89-87 loss to 
No. 2  seed Tennessee at the 
SEC Tournament. 
But in bet ween, it  was 
nothing short of entertaining. 
The Dave Odom era at 
South Carolina could have 
gone out with a whimper in 
the opening game of the SEC 
Tournament at the Georgia 
Dome. The Gamecocks could 
have folded and chosen to put 
an end to a season that brought 
a frustration level equal to that 
of the football team. 
But instead of waving the 
white fl ag and rolling over to 
play dead, USC chose to fi ght 
until the fi nal buzzer sounded. 
And, oh, what a fi ght they put 
up. 
T he i r  77-73  w i n  over 
LSU was the exact opposite 
of everything they seem to 
have done all season. Instead 
of collapsing at the end of a 
game, the Gamecocks held 
on to their lead in the closing 
minutes, despite a rally by the 
Bayou Bengals. 
The following day, it was 
what Odom dubbed as “a great 
college basketball game” as 
Carolina refused to let No. 4 
Tennessee walk over them as 
they’d done the previous two 
games of the season. 
If not for the heroics of 
the league’s all-time leader in 
three-point shooting, USC 
might have been playing for 
shot at an NCAA Tournament 
berth a few days later. 
The t wo-game st int in 
Atlanta will go down as the 
perfect microcosm of what the 
Odom-coached Gamecocks 
were a l l about. They did 
things they weren’t supposed 
to do (for good or bad) and 
alwaysmade sure things were 
interesting. 
During his time as the head 
man at USC, Odom defeated 
some of the best teams in 
country. A pair of wins over 
eventual NCAA Champion 
F l o r i d a  i n  2 0 05 - 0 6 .  A 
thrashing of No. 3 Kentucky 
in 2005. An overtime thriller 
over Southern Cal ifornia 
in 2006.  At t imes the list 
of impressive wins is just 
impressive. 
So it wasn’t surprising that 
the Gamecocks got to the SEC 
Tournament and managed to 
make some noise. Their win 
over LSU was a game that 
could have gone either way 
from an outsider’s perspective. 
The two teams were evenly 
matched by all accounts. 
But when the Gamecocks 
and Vols locked up in a back-
and-forth clash that kept 
the fans on the edge of their 
seats, it was as 
unexpected as 
the tornado that 
would hit a few 
hours later. 
I n  t r u e 
South Carolina 
fash ion,  t hey 
gave everything 
they had. They 
o u t- h u s t l e d , 
o u t - r a n  a n d 
even out-played 
Tennessee at t imes. If not 
for Chris Lof ton’s clutch 
shooting, no one knows where 
the Gamecocks would be right 
now. 
But in the end, maybe it’s 
for the better that Carolina 
fans not know what might have 
been. Devan Downey had a 
solid look at a game-winning 
3-pointer on the other end of 
the court. The transfer said 
he knew he only needed two 
points to tie the game, but that 
he was going for the kill and 
if given the shot, he’d take it 
again. 
And that’s why it’s for the 
best. Now isn’t the right time. 
This season had to and needed 
to draw to a close. But Downey 
and the Gamecocks will get 
that shot in the future and, 
when it comes, expect them 
to take it. 
Odom era concludes 
with bittersweet fi nish
ALEX RILEY
Fourth-year 
print 
journalism 
student
Carolina makes valiant 
run at SEC Tournament
Keith Locklear
STAFF WRITER
Men’s team takes down 
LSU in opener, falls to 
top-seeded Vols next day
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
USC’s Brandis Raley-Ross dunks for two of 
his nine bench points against Tennessee.
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Dominique Archie and the majority of the USC players will return to the 
court next season making the possibility of success for next year high.
Comments on this story? 
E - m a i l  s a g c k s p t @
mailbox.sc.edu
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
U S C ’s  w i n  i n  t h e 
opening game of the SEC 
Tournament is the fourth 
t ime in the seven-year 
tenure of Dave Odom the 
team has won its opening-
round game. Odom fi nishes 
his career with an 8-7 mark 
in the SEC Tournament. 
Devan Downey finishes 
the season with 588 points 
for an average of 18.4 points 
per game. Those totals 
are the highest since B.J. 
McKie’s 584 total points for 
an 18.8 average per game 
during the 1996-97 season. 
Stat Line
North Carolina, Memphis, Kansas and 
UCLA earned the top seeds in the NCAA 
tournament Sunday, and the top-ranked Tar 
Heels got the best deal of all: Their road to 
the Final Four won’t veer more than two 
hours outside their Chapel Hill campus.
The Tar Heels (32-2) are the top seed in 
the East, with their fi rst- and second-round 
games scheduled for Raleigh and the next 
two rounds in Charlotte.
“It’s an advantage if you play well,” said 
North Carolina coach Roy Williams, trying 
to lead the Tar Heels to their second title in 
four years. “Just because the crowd’s cheering 
for you, I’ve never had a crowd win a game. I 
know it sounds wacko.”
Like North Carolina, Kansas, UCLA and 
Memphis won their conference tournaments 
to seal their top spots — Memphis in the 
South, Kansas in the Midwest and UCLA in 
the West.
The Final Four is set for April 5-7 in San 
Antonio.
March Madness offi cially begins Tuesday 
with an opening-round game bet ween 
Coppin State and Mount St. Mary’s, then 
with fi rst-round games Thursday and Friday. 
The real festivities, however, have already 
started, with the brackets out, the pencils 
sharpened and office pools getting in full 
swing.
In the East region, North Carolina will 
open against the winner of the Coppin 
State-Mount St. Mary’s game, while No. 
2 seed Tennessee will open against No. 15 
American.
Other games in the region are No. 7 Butler 
vs. No. 10 South Alabama; No. 3 Louisville 
vs. No. 14 Boise State; No. 6 Oklahoma vs. 
No. 11 St. Josephs; No. 8 Indiana vs. No. 9 
Arkansas; No. 4 Washington State vs. No. 
13 Winthrop; and No. 5 Notre Dame vs. 
No. 12 George Mason, which will try to 
repeat its surprising trip to the Final Four 
two years ago.
By defeating Texas in the Big 12 title 
game, Kansas earned its top seed, a short 
trip to Omaha, Neb., and a first-round 
game against Big Sky champion Portland 
State.
The marquee matchup in that region, 
however, will be between No. 6 Southern 
California and No. 11 Kansas State — a 
meeting of top freshmen O.J. Mayo and 
Michael Beasley.
Other Midwest games pit No. 8 UNLV 
against No. 9 Kent State; No. 5 Clemson 
vs. No. 12 Villanova, a bubble team; No. 
4 Vanderbilt against No. 13 Siena; No. 2 
Georgetown vs. 15 Maryland-Baltimore 
Count y;  No. 7 Gonzaga vs .  No. 10 
Davidson; and No. 3 Wisconsin vs. No. 14 
Cal State-Fullerton.
In the South region, Memphis opens 
against No. 16 Texas-Arlington, No. 8 
Mississippi State plays No. 9 Oregon, No. 
5 Michigan State plays No. 12 Temple 
and No. 4 Pittsburgh plays No. 13 Oral 
Roberts. The other side of the bracket 
includes No. 2 Texas vs. No. 15 Austin 
Peay, No. 7 Miami vs. No. 10 St. Mary’s, 
No. 3 Stanford vs. No. 14 Cornell and No. 
6 Marquette against No. 11 Kentucky, 
with coach Billy Gillespie in his fi rst year 
at the school.
In t he West ,  UCLA plays No. 16 
Mississippi Valley State, No. 8 BY U 
plays No. 9 Texas A&M, No. 5 Drake 
plays No. 12 Western Kentucky and No. 
4 Connecticut plays No. 13 San Diego. 
Other games are No. 2 Duke vs. No. 15 
Belmont, No. 7 West Virginia vs. No. 10 
Arizona, No. 6 Purdue vs. No. 11 Baylor 
and No. 3 Xavier vs. No. 14 Georgia, 
which won the Southeastern Conference 
on Sunday afternoon to make a surprise 
trip to the NCAAs with a 17-16 record.
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T he Sout h  Ca rol i na 
baseball team began SEC 
play over the weekend in 
Nashville, Tenn., dropping 
two of three games against 
t he  No.  6  Va nderb i l t 
Commodores at Hawkins 
Field.
The No. 8 Gamecocks 
lost Friday night’s game 4-3 
in 13 innings.  Vanderbilt 
loaded the bases in the 
bottom of the 13th inning, 
and Commodore shortstop 
Ryan Flaherty ripped the 
game-winning RBI single to 
right fi eld.
South Carolina had an 
opportunity in the top of 
the 13th to break the 3-3 tie, 
but Vanderbilt right fielder 
Dominic de la Osa threw 
out South Carolina’s Justin 
Smoak at the plate for the 
third out of the inning.  
The Gamecocks looked to 
have the game wrapped up in 
regulation.  USC trailed 2-1 
entering the eighth, but the 
Gamecocks scored a run in 
both the eighth and ninth 
innings to take a 3-2 lead.
Vanderbilt was down to 
its fi nal out in the bottom of 
the ninth, but Flaherty hit a 
two-out solo home run to tie 
the score at three and send 
the game to extra innings. 
Neither team would score 
again until Flaherty’s second 
clutch hit in the 13th.
Ju n ior  p it cher  M i ke 
Cisco drew the start for the 
Gamecocks and surrendered 
only t wo runs on n ine 
hits in six innings pitched. 
Com modore  ace  M i ke 
Minor pitched 8 2-3 innings, 
giving up three runs on six 
hits.
South Carolina got revenge 
on Saturday af ternoon, 
lighting up Vanderbilt for 
18 hits and cruising to a 16-7 
win.  South Carolina had 
the game in hand after three 
innings. The Gamecocks 
scored fi ve runs in both the 
first and third innings and 
took a 10-1 lead.  
USC didn’t stop there, 
scoring six runs over the next 
two innings to push its lead 
to 16-2 entering the sixth 
inning.
Senior catcher Phil Disher 
led the Gamecocks with a 
two-run home run and four 
RBI.  James Darnell, Kyle 
Enders and Andrew Crisp 
each added three RBI.
Will Atwood picked up 
his fi rst win of the season for 
USC, pitching 6 2-3 innings 
and giving up five runs on 
eight hits.
I n  t he  r ubber  g a me 
on Sunday afternoon, the 
Gamecocks (11-5, 1-2 SEC) 
couldn’t muster the same 
offensive firepower from 
Saturday and dropped the 
decisive game of the series 
10-4.
Vanderbi lt  (12-4, 2-1 
SEC) pitcher Caleb Cotham 
pitched 5 2-3 innings and the 
Gamecocks could score only 
two runs on fi ve hits.  USC 
starter Blake Cooper drew 
the loss as he surrendered six 
runs on six hits.
USC was led offensively by 
junior fi rst baseman Smoak, 
who fi nished 2-5 with a home 
run and two RBI.  Andrew 
Giobbi led Vanderbilt with 
two hits, a home run and 
four RBI.
Austin Collins
STAFF WRITER
Commodores sink USC’s plan for 
perfect start to SEC competition
After conclusion to championships, 
fi eld set for NCAA Tournament play
Eddie Pells
Th e Associated Press
Unlikely Georgia, top seeds make for 
perfect start to March Madness
Phil Coale / The Associated Press
Georgia coach Dennis Felton celebrates his teams victory in the SEC Tournament after 
cutting down the net. The Bulldogs enter the Big Dance with a 17-16 overall record.
HOUSTON — Tracy McGrady had carried 
the Houston Rockets through their winning 
streak since Yao Ming went down with a 
foot injury.
On Sunday, it was everyone else’s turn to 
help him.
Rafer Alston scored 31 points and hit 
eight 3-pointers, both career highs, and 
the Rockets beat the Los Angeles Lakers 
104-92 to stretch their streak to 22 and 
claim sole possession of first place in the 
Western Conference.
Kobe Bryant scored 24 points for the 
Lakers and smothered McGrady on defense, 
helping hold the Houston star to 11 points 
on 4-for-16 shooting.
The rest of the Rockets made up for it. 
Shane Battier scored 14 points and shadowed 
Bryant most of the game, backup point 
guard Bobby Jackson added 19 points and 
Luis Scola had 13 points and 11 rebounds.
“There wasn’t a time where we wavered 
from successful team basketball,” Battier 
said. “Different guys hit shots and we 
tightened the reins on defense.”
The Rockets have won 26 of their last 27 
games and 31 of their last 34. They’ve won 
15 straight at the Toyota Center, 10 straight 
since Yao went out with a broken foot and 
11 of their last 13 games by double digits.
Houston haven’t been beaten since a 
97-89 loss to Utah on Jan. 27.
“Let’s keep it going,” McGrady said. 
“This was a good test for us. We came out 
and took care of business.”
Critics continue to dismiss Houston’s 
streak as a fl uke, saying the Rockets have 
played a bunch of bad teams. McGrady 
hopes this win silences some of the skeptics, 
even though the Lakers were missing 
Pau Gasol, who is out indefinitely with a 
sprained ankle.
“This was really all about how good the 
Rockets are,” McGrady said. “This is what 
this game was about, the Lakers coming in 
here at the top of the Western Conference. 
This game determined where we are. We 
answered those questions, we took on that 
challenge and we’re standing alone.”
Alston had 16 points in the fi rst quarter 
and Houston’s reserves scored 25 in the 
fi rst half.
The Lakers held Houston to 12 points 
in the third quarter to cut a 15-point 
halftime defi cit to two. But with the Lakers 
continuously double-teaming McGrady, 
Alston hit three 3-pointers in the third 
quarter to give the Rockets a 71-66 lead 
heading to the fourth.
Alston came into the game knowing he 
was going to have opportunities to score.
“I felt that the attention was going to be 
on Tracy,” Alston said. “I thought if I could 
get going early, maybe that would shift the 
attention a little away from him, maybe 
they wouldn’t leave me out there at the 
3-point line. But they stayed glued to him 
all night.”
Every time the Lakers got close, someone 
other than McGrady would keep Houston 
ahead. Jackson hit a 3-pointer from the 
corner to put the Rockets up 84-79 after 
Bryant cut the lead to two with a free 
throw.
Jordan Farmar’s 3-pointer with 6:09 left 
pulled the Lakers to 86-84, but Battier 
drove for a layup 25 seconds later.
Battier and Jackson sank 3-pointers as 
Houston surged to a 96-86 lead with 3:20 to 
play. With McGrady occupying the defense 
on one side of the fl oor, Alston drove for a 
layup and Jackson swished a jumper from 
the wing that made it 100-86, putting the 
game out of reach.
Lamar Odom scored 17 and Ronny Turiaf 
added 13 for the Lakers, who play at Dallas 
on Tuesday, the next leg on a rugged four-
game road trip. Gasol is expected to sit out 
at least the next two games.
“Teams obviously can crowd the lane 
and go back to playing the type of defense 
against us that we’ve seen in the past,” 
Bryant said. “What we have to do is focus 
on the defensive end a lot more. And I’ll 
obviously have to shoulder more of the 
load.”
With the Lakers’ defense keying on 
McGrady from the start, Alston sank three 
3-pointers in the fi rst seven minutes as the 
Rockets built a quick six-point lead.
Alston and McGrady started the second 
quarter on the sideline, but the Rockets’ 
reserves stretched the lead. Jackson hit a 
jumper, drove for a reverse lay-up, then 
found Luther Head open for a breakaway 
dunk to start a 15-6 spurt.
McGrady didn’t score in the first half, 
going 0-for-6 from the fi eld, but Houston 
still managed to build a 59-44 halftime 
lead.
Bryant started the third with a basket 
from the free-throw line, triggering a 12-0 
Lakers spurt. The Rockets missed their fi rst 
12 shots out of the break, including two by 
McGrady.
Alston snapped Houston’s drought with a 
3-pointer and added two more in the fi nal 
1:44 of the quarter to keep the Rockets on 
top.
Altson goes off for 31 as Rockets extend 
second-longest run in NBA history
Chris Duncan
Th e Associated Press
Houston extends win streak to 22 
games with 104-92 win over Lakers
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Curtis Johnson and the Gamecocks couldn’t fi nd enough consistent offense and 
pitching this weekend as they dropped 2 of 3 to SEC East rival Vanderbilt in Nashville.
Vanderbilt wins extra-
inning thriller, blasts 
Carolina in rubber match 
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Introducing Truly
Unlimited Calling.
 
$9999  Monthly Access
(Activation fees, taxes & other charges apply.)*
Switch to America’s Most 
Reliable Wireless Network®
Call 1.888.640.8776      Click verizonwireless.com      Visit any store
*Our Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 10.2% of interstate & int’l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 7¢ Regulatory & 70¢ Administrative/line/mo., & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); 
gov’t taxes & our surcharges could add 6% – 26% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for secondary Family SharePlan® lines w/ 2-yr. Agmts)
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line & other charges & $1.99/MB (incl. Mobile Web ads). Offers and coverage, 
varying by service, not available everywhere. Rebates take up to 6 weeks. Limited time offers. While supplies last. Shipping charges may apply. Device capabilities: Add’l charges & conditions apply. Network details and coverage 
maps at verizonwireless.com. Voyager is a trademark of Plantronics, Inc. used under license by Verizon Wireless.  Monthly access discounts are not available on Unlimited Anytime Minute plans. ©2008 Verizon Wireless MEGA
Multimedia flip phone 
Alias™ by Samsung 
>
Samsung SCH-u740: $129.99 
2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate. 
With new 2-yr. activation.
$7999after rebate
$29999
LG Voyager: $349.99 2-yr. price  
– $50 mail-in rebate. With new  
2-yr. activation on Nationwide  
Calling Plan.
after rebate
The new touch screen
Voyager™ by LG
>
COLUMBIA 
173 Columbiana Dr. 
803-749-4500
10110 Two Notch Rd. 
803-419-2585
7007-A Two Notch Rd. 
803-865-6300
ORANGEBURG 
2718 North Rd. 
803-534-4150
THE VERIZON 
WIRELESS 
STORE 
INSIDE 
 
Columbia 
Two Notch
VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES 
Open Sundays. Technicians available at select locations.
BUSINESS 
CUSTOMERS  
PLEASE CALL  
1.800.VZW.4 B IZ 
 (899.4249) 
There is no spokesperson with a catchy phrase to 
remind the driver to slow down, stop eating, quit 
messing with the radio or pay attention to the road. 
There’s Only You. Speak Up.
Apartments
F/sublease now thru July - 3br Stadum 
suites share w/2/F $510/mo other apts 
avail for M. Call 803-645-6569 
gandeson@gforceable.com
Pre-leasing 1BR to 5BR apts. almost on 
campus for 2008-2009 year. 
318-0080 or rajaluri@aeliusa.com
Marion St. 1BR - CH&A w/d H20 & 
parking included $470. Studio  $395. 
256-3745
Walk to USC/Shandon Clean & Quiet 
2BR 1BA apts. $525-$750 w/deposit. 
776-5405
Copper Beech Now Leasing
2nd phase 1 2 3 & 4 Bedroom Brand 
NewTownhomes. Call today 255-0170
www.cbeech.com
Shandon/Heathwood 2BR 2BA cottage 
new paint, wallpaper ref stove dw gar-
bage disposal spa tub. Pets ok. Good 
neighborhood.Close to USC/Midlands 
Tech, $900/mo Call 429-3243
Housing-Rent
A prof. m/quadriplegic needs assistance 
w/activities of daily needs. Inclds light 
cleaning & light cooking. Benefits incld. 
stipend, free rent, phone hkup, cable & 
util. Conv. to dwntwn location. Must be 
reliable. Not gender specific. No exp. 
nec. Call Lewis 254-7982  between 
5&8pm.
WALK TO 5 PTS - 300 S. Harden St.
2BR 1BA hdwd flrs screened porch w/d 
hkups, all appl. $795.  Scott 318-4236
LARGE PRIVATE ROOMS FOR RENT
$240 inclds all utilities. Walk or cycle to 
school.  Very Clean! Call 463-5129
Shandon/Heathwood - 1BR 1BA du-
plex ref, stove dw, w/d conn. fp, fenced 
yd pets ok. Close to USC/Midlands 
Tech. Good neigh. $450/mo 
Avail March 1st.  Call 429-3243.
906 Texas St. 3BR 2BA - Very nice en-
ergy eff. $1,000 Call Jeff @ 238-9185.
1900 Holland St. - Very large pvt house 
6BR 3B close to USC in W. Cola. Laun-
dry rm fp hdwd fls fenced yd. Available 
NOW! $1500/mo. 796-3913
Old Shandon 2BR 1BA hd wd avail 
now. $635.
4BR 2BA hdwd carpet, avail June 1st 
$1295.
Shandon - 4BR 2BA hdwd more in 
August 1st $1495.
Call 318-0729 for more info.
GREAT LOCATION FOR RENT
2418 Concord Dr.. 3BR 2BA all appl 
incld w/d fenced bckyd w/deck. Pets wel-
come w/pet deposit $1100/mo. 776-6118 
606-4564 email csc1@usit.net                 
3BR 1BA CAYCE - 
Fully furn less than 1 mi to USC $1250. 
Contact mcclaiav@mailbox.sc.edu
Help Wanted
PT/FT SALES
Hibbett Sports is hiring in Columbia & 
Lexington. Apply at any Hibbett Sports 
location. Hibbett Sports conducts drug 
testing. www.hibbett.com
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
Help Wanted
Lifeguards Needed - Myrtle Beach
Now & summer! Good pay & conds with 
lodging Call 843-340-9084
eastcoaste2002@yahoo.com
INTERN NEEDED:
Southeastern Freight Line is now hiring 
an intern to work as a database analyst 
in our corporate office in Cola. Responsi-
ble for designing/developing all major 
portions of MS Access data base for 
tracking employee relations. Need 
someone for approx. 20/hrs/wk, but 
hours very flexible. Requirements: Ex-
tensive knowledge of databases, ability 
to write complex queries in MS Access 
and modifying pivot tables in Excel, and 
excellent communications skills. This is 
a paid position that we anticipate will 
continue through the summer. A great 
experience with a large local business! 
Please send resumes to 
Katherine.Burgess@self.com
Spanish Teacher needed at child devel-
opment center 5 min. from USC. 
1/day/wk for children ages 3-5 beginning 
September 08-May 09. Hours 
9:15AM-11:00AM your choice of Mon-
day, Tuesday or Thursday. Pay is com-
mensurate with exp. Please call Carol, 
Traci or Andi at 799-8533.
Learn while you work!
Engineering/Construction firm office 
work M-F 8-6 with flex hrs. Knowledge of 
CAD a plus! $8-$12 on exp. Send re-
sume to solo@insiteusa.net
Sodexho @ THE NATIONAL ADVO-
CACY CENTER is now accepting appli-
cations for a PT front desk clerk. This is 
a great opportunity to gain experience in 
a hotel atmosphere. Qualified applicant 
must be able to work a flex sched, in-
cluding weekends. (This is not a sea-
sonal position; applicant must be plan-
ning on being in Columbia for the sum-
mer.) $7.75/hr. Apply in person M-F 
9am-4pm (Bring a copy of your spring 
class schedule.) The National Advo-
cacy Center 1620 Pendleton St.
PHOTOGRAPHERS
We have openings for several dedicated 
individuals to photograph student social 
events. Fun work, we train & provide 
equipment. Allen Anderson 256-0424.
Help Wanted
Afterschool
Programs
Adlerian Child Care hiring teachers and 
teacher assistants for afterschool enrich-
ment programs. Hours 2-6pm M-F. Call 
798-9005 for interview.
Help Wanted
Summer Camps
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counsel-
ors to teach. All land, adventure & water 
sports. Great summer! Call 
888-844-8080, apply: campcedar.com
Help Wanted
Summer Camps
YMCA of Columbia is hiring students 
18 & older for the positions of Summer 
Camp Counselors (Day, Equestrian, & 
Sports), Lifeguards & Swim Instructors 
for summer 2008. Dependable, eager, 
responsible employees who what to be a 
role model & have fun. Contact us at 
www.columbiaymca.org
Riverbanks Zoo Camp - Work with Riv-
erbanks’ award-winning zoo camp, in-
spiring kids love of nature, wildlife and 
fun. Edu or Bio students or grads 
w/camp exp. June 2-August 9. $9.12/hr. 
See www.riverbanks.org for info.
Help Wanted
Instructors
Experienced Personal Trainers 
needed. Located 5 minutes from cam-
pus. PT & FT available. Contact Matt 
@ 799-9455 for details.
Help Wanted
Instructors
Cheerleading Coach Wanted - WGC is 
looking for enthusiastic individuals with 
tumbling and cheering experience to as-
sist in coaching tumbling classes. All 
Star Cheerleading, and a high school 
squad. We need people who are willing 
to start now and work through the sum-
mer. Please call 803-432-2609 and ask 
for Stephanie.
NOW HIRING!
Apply today for Spring & Summer
Instructor positions with 
The Swim Lesson Company. Complete 
training and free uniform provided.   
Good Pay-start@ $10/hr..
Call Mr. Jim Reiser @ 665-8709 or 
email at coachreiser@sc.rr.com
Help Wanted
Restaurants
LONGHORN STEAKHOUSE 
IS NOW HIRING!
We’re looking for friendly, outgoing  
hosts. Applicants should be available at 
least 2/wkday lunches and weekends. 
Apply in person M-F 2-5pm at 
902-A Gervais St.
OUTBACK STEAKHOUSE
Harbison Location is hiring Bussers, 
Hostesses and Take Away Servers. 
Average wage is $8.50-$9/hr. Apply in 
person 252 Harbison Blvd. Must be 
available throughout summer.
Tutoring
Services
MATH TUTORING . CALL THE 
EXPERT!   20 yrs. Exp.  256-6498
Opportunities
EARN $800-$3200/mo to drive brand 
new cars with ads placed on them. 
www.AdCarClub.com
